THE   CHILDREN'S  OMNIBUS

herself, for her little feet would carry her no farther.
Everything was spruce and neat in the cottage: on the
table was spread a white cloth, and there were seven
little plates with seven little loaves, and seven little
glasses with wine in them; and knives and forks laid
in order; and by the wall stood seven little beds.
Then, as she was very hungry, she picked a little
piece off each loaf, and drank a very little wine out of
each glass; and after that she thought she would lie
down and rest. So she tried all the little beds; and
one was too long, and another was too short, till at
last the seventh suited her; and there she laid herself
down and went to sleep. Presently in came the
masters of the cottage, who were seven little dwarfs
that lived among the mountains, and dug and searched
about for gold. They lighted up their seven lamps,
and saw directly that all was not right. The first said,
"Who has been sitting on my stool?" The second,
"Who has been eating off my plate?" The third,
"Who has been picking my bread?" The fourth,
"Who has been meddling with my spoon?" The
fifth, "Who has been handling my fork?" The
sixth, "Who lias been cutting with my knife?" The
seventh, "Who has been drinking my wine?"
Then the first looked round and said, *e Who has been
lying on my bed ?* * And the rest came running to him,
and every one cried out that somebody had been upon
his bed. But the seventh saw Snow-drop, and called
all his brethren to come and see her; and they cried
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